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Foreword to the book 

and author



m  ere are e oin  t is ear    o Greece!

ver  ear  ri t at t e start o  t e s mmer olida s   o nd m sel  
on m  a  to so t ern rope it  m  amil . arl  on   as 
ripped  a certain ascination t at as sta ed it  me ever since. 

s it t e intense s n  r per aps t e smell o  t e mo ntain er s  s 
it t e people or t e Gree  ood  nce o  all in love it  t e 
co ntr  o  ill al a s come ac . o one da   ad no c oice t 
to pac  m  o n ac pac  and et on a plane. ince t en   ave 
een to Greece several times a ear  mostl  to rete or Gavdos. 

t o is ritin  t is oo   am avid  2  ears old and act all  a 
iolo  teac er. en m not in t e classroom   p t on m  
ac pac  and travel so t . or me  a ac pac  tent and ma e a 

rental car are t e onl  tensils needed to ll  immerse m sel  in 
Gree  island li e. otels and all incl sive are not at  am loo in  
or.  ant to et to no  t e people and t e c lt re. An n no n 
pat  t at is not listed in ever  travel ide o ers t e reatest added 
val e or me. And  am not alone in t is. speciall  in vario s ostels 
on rete o  meet man  ac pac ers and reedom lovin  people. 
t s a per ect place to e c an e ne  e periences nder a starr  s  
and a cold eer  and to constantl  e pand o r o n ori ons. n 
conversations it  ot er ostel visitors  some o  om ave een 
travellin  to t e Gree  islands or man  decades  t e term Gavdos  
came p a ain and a ain.  listened ea erl  to t e stories. An island 
t at is s pposed to e para a a a p r t.
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Juniperus macrocarpa- many of the trees are hundreds of years old

Sarakiniko before sunrise



ar a a  rom t e i  to rism  it  st over  in a itants. o  
eard t at on Gavdos o  can camp reel  on t e eac . i t on 

t e sand  nder t e starr  s  ic  is s pposed to e one o  t e 
est in rope. n Gavdos o  are completel  ree.  elt some at 

reminded o  t e ilm e eac  it  eonardo i aprio.  
c riosit  re  immeas ra l . t as immediatel  clear to me   ave 
to o to Gavdos!  sat do n at m  laptop and started researc in . 

o  do o  et to t e island  o  o ten does t e oat o  ere 
can  camp or sta  overni t  Are t ere an  services  s t ere even 
a s permar et  Are t ere toilets and p lic s o ers  rin  m  
searc  it ic l  ecame apparent t at even in t e a e o  t e 
internet  onl  scant in ormation is availa le. Apart rom a s ort 

i ipedia article and individ al or m entries  onl  ver  little 
s stantial and co erent in ormation co ld e o nd. n part  t in s 

ere contradictor . eal travel ides ere also not availa le. 

o  ad no c oice t to ra  t e tent  pac  t e as coo er   a 
tic et and st ead to Gavdos m sel . ince t en   see t e orld a 
it di erentl   t at s o  special Gavdos is. A ter m  irst visit in 

2   am re larl  dra n ac  to t e island.  spent man  mont s 
in t e place t at as ecome an a sol te place o  lon in  or me.  

as a le to e perience a  live it  local amilies and 
cele rate estivals it  t em.  ecame an islander m sel  or a 

ile  learned t e secrets o  t e island and rad all  nderstood 
o  li e or s in t is special place. ver time  t e idea mat red in 

me to rite a travel ide a o t Gavdos  in ic  all t e important 
in ormation o ld e presented in a clear and concise a . ince  
spent a lot o  time on t e so t ernmost point o  rope   as a le 
to incorporate e tensive no led e  m  o n e periences and a lot 
o  r or at o into t e oo   in ormation t at o  on t 
ind on t e internet. e researc  or t e oo  too  mont s.  
intervie ed locals  resta rants and accommodation  made p one 
and video calls and al ed to ever  corner o  t e island to at er as 
m c  and detailed in ormation as possi le.



A ter t e oo  as alread  p lis ed in German a e  mont s 
earlier   too  a lot o  time and e ort to or  on t e n lis  version. 
ar e parts o  t is oo  ere ritten on Gavdos. ver t e inter o  

2 2 24  t e oo  as completel  revised  pdated  e panded 
and re researc ed. e  c apters ere added and c an es on t e 
island ere incorporated into t e oo . o  ill also ind 
occasional cross re erences to m  ne  e site . avdos
travellin .com  in t e oo . n m  lo  posts and in ormation 
a o t t e island ill e p lis ed re larl .  o  miss t e island 
a ter o r ret rn trip  o  can satis  o r lon in  t ere. 
ar e parts o  t is oo  ere ritten on Gavdos. e ore m  irst trip 

to t is onder l island   is ed  ad a oo  li e t is. t ill serve 
as an ideal a or p a g o r dream trip to Gavdos. is 
travel ide is modern  p to date and  a ove all  it s o ld ive o  
an a t entic and personal approac  to t e island. All tips and 
recommendations or resta rants  e sites or ot er t in s are 

it o t e ception ased on m  o n positive travel e periences. o 
one as paid me or an t in  or as ed me or a placement.

As  am passionate a o t photography  t is oo  o ers a 
ood occasion to nderla  t e man  onder l impressions t is 

place as to o er it  a m ltit de o  m  o n p oto rap ic 
impressions. n addition  a map made especiall  or t is oo  

ic  can e o nd at t e ac  o  t e oo  o ers o  ll 
orientation.  o  ant to learn more a o t t e m sterio s Gavdos 
 t e so t ernmost island in rope  t is oo  is st ri t or o . 
et t e o rne  e in.  ope o  en o  o r trip!

o t e Gavdos e site
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Who is Gavdos suitable for?

et er sin le travellers  small ro ps or amilies it  c ildren. 
et er o n  or old. n Gavdos o  ill meet a ide ran e o  

people. o  are o ered a special olida  e perience.  o  are 
loo in  or a cl  olida  li e to o s oppin  and attac  reat 
importance to eac  entertainment  o  are n ort natel  ron  
t ere. otels or s oppin  malls are no ere to e o nd. ere are 

ar t  on t e entire island t at ill provide o  it  t e 
most important tensils. 

Gavdos is ver  small  onl   m  in si e. eoreticall  ever t in  
is it in al in  distance. ere are small  ell maintained roa  or 
motorised ve icles  t petrol stations do not e ist. As Gavdos is not 
connected to t e national po er rid  diesel enerators ave to 
prod ce electricit . en t e enerators ail or are s itc ed o  t e 
li ts o o t. nless t ere is a solar s stem on t e roo .  

e o r y  apter 2  and t e entire sta  s o ld e ell 
planned.  t e eat er does not cooperate  it can appen t at t e 
oats do not operate and t e sta  as to e e tended ntil t e 
eat er permits a crossin  a ain. ost olida ma ers come to 

Gavdos to camp on t e eac . o ever  i  o  ant to e plore t e 
island it o t avin  to sleep in a tent  o  can also rent one o  t e 
invitin  accommodations. ocal amilies o er small  cos  private lats 
in t e traditional arc itect ral st le or a small amo nt o  mone .
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Gavdos’ nature needs protection!

oever comes to Gavdos m st no  t at t e nat re o  t e island is 
somet in  ver  special and in need o  e treme protection. an  
plants are ndreds o  ears old. e plant and animal species t at 
occ r are rare. ome o  t em are endan ered. ver one o 
comes to Gavdos m st appreciate t e island s nat re and treat it it  
care. ver one as a responsi ilit .

Protect nature!

Respect nature!

Please!

e rate l or at it ives o ! e nat re deserves it. Let 
the plants and animals live a peaceful life. o not rea  o  
ranc es. o not t ro  tras  in t e landscape. a e ever t in  it  
o . t also doesn t rt to pic  p tras  i  o  ind an . r  to avoid 

plastic a s  even i  t e  are constantl  o ered in t e s permar ets.

lastic and plastic a s are one o  t e i est pro lems or 
nat re in Greece.

ro  plastic ottles into t e speciall  made containers. 
ontainers ave een set p in t e villa es or t is p rpose. 
emove t e plastic ottle caps and dispose o  t em separatel . Also 

tr  to save as m c  ater as possi le since t e island is e tremel  
dr . Avoid nnecessaril  lon  s o ers.

ever or et t at t e ole o  Greece  especiall  Gavdos is s ect 
to a constant ris  o  orest ires. or man  mont s  not a drop o  rain 
alls. ven t e smallest spar  is eno  to start a i  ire. t oes 
it o t sa in  t at open ires s o ld not e made and ci arette 
tts s o ld not e t ro n into nat re.

We are all responsible for preserving the beauty of this 
place.



02
The journey
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How do I get to Gavdos?

e crossin  to Gavdos is onl  possi le  ferry rom t e island o  
Crete  more precisel  rom t e small ports in aleoc ora and ora 

a ion.  o  start rom rope  o r o rne  is divided into  parts  
The flight to rete  the bus ride to t e ports in aleoc ora or ora 

a ion and inall  the crossing to Gavdos itsel .

The � ight to Crete

o et to rete  o  can c oose rom man  c eap li t 
connections  especiall  in s mmer.  recommend t e e site 

y a r o  to compare prices. o  s o ld t en ma e t e 
oo in  o rsel  on t e respective airline s o n omepa e. is ill 

save o  mone .  o  are a it le i le in terms o  time and don t 
necessaril  need an e act da  or depart re airport  o  can ind 
li ts t ere or  e ros  ot  at s ort notice last min te  and 
planned or lon er periods.  once le  rom eip i  German  to 

rete or  e ros.  s all  enter German  as t e depart re 
airport  in t e searc  ar and ave t e entire mont  in ic  m  
planned trip is located displa ed. en o  can see directl  ic  
airports o er t e c eapest connections. o  can c oose et een 
ha a  ra o  and t a as o r destination airport on rete. 
era lion is lar er and more re ented  t not necessaril  

c eaper. speciall  in s mmer  it is ort  considerin  ania 
airport. ar to t e east o  rete  t ere is a ne l  developed airport 
in itia.  o  can ind a c eap li t t ere  o ever  o  m st ear 
in mind t at itia is ver  ar rom t e rest. o et to Gavdos later  
o  o ld ave to cross almost t e entire island rom east to est at 

least  o rs  s . rin  t e to r t a o  et een earl  
and late s mmer  t ere are n mero s sc ed led li ts t at l  rom 
all over rope to rete it o t a stopover. anair  
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as et  ondor  i l  and Ae ean Air s o ld e mentioned ere 
as lo cost airlines. rin  t e inter mont s  t is o er is massivel  
red ced. rete can no  onl  e reac ed via stopovers in At ens or 

essaloni i. ere are also si ni icant p ard price corrections. 
ose o o ld li e to a o y g can also et to rete  err . 

rom At ens o  can et t ere ver  easil . t erries also leave or 
rete rom man  ot er locations. erries. r  is a ood e site to 

compare all err  ro tes et een most Gree  islands.

In a nutshell

"Skyscanner.com" or comparison

ariet  o  cheap flights

Early to late summer: direct li ts rom man
ropean cities to rete

Winter: topover in At ens or essaloni i

estination airports in rete  Heraklion,Chania or Sitia

Ferry to rete i  o  ant to avoid l in

The bus ride to Paleochora or Chora 
Sfakion

e landin  sta es o  t e Gavdos erries on rete are located in t e 
so t estern to ns o  Chora Sfakion or Paleochora. ot  places 
can onl  e reac ed  s or car rom Chania. ot  ro tes are 
a o t t e same len t . speciall  in s mmer  en t e o tside 
temperat re is over  de rees  t ese s o rne s over endless 
serpentine roads are a to  test.  s all  ta e an anti na sea ta let 

it  me to avoid orse. e s connections can e o nd on t e 
e site o  t e local s compan   .e tel.com .
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n most cases  t e ve icle is not ins red or Gavdos  as most ve icles 
rented in rete are also onl  ins red or rete.  necessar  o  can 
ta e o t additional ins rance or a small amo nt o  mone . e price 
o  car transport on t e err  is aro nd 4  e ros. o  can also save 
o rsel  t e tro le and rent a car on Gavdos  c apter . e 

crossin  on t e err  rom Anend  eels li e a small cr ise. o  
move com orta l  across t e ater. rin  t e stops on rete  o  
can en o  reat ta in  vie s o  t e e a ri . ie s o  t e retan 
so t  coast t at o  co ld never et ot er ise. e atmosp ere 
on oard is rela ed  it  ood m sic pla in  most o  t e time. or 
reasona le prices o  can  cold eer or a res  rappe.

Anend  is c rrentl  t e onl  err  compan  operatin  to t e 
so t ernmost island in rope. e Gavdos r ises  service  ic  
o ered ast crossin s it in an o r  no lon er e ists. e sailin  
times o  Anend  c an e several times a ear. o ever  sc ed le 
c an es are anno nced ell in advance. o  can ind o t a o t t e 
err s c rrent timeta les and prices on m  e site . avdos
travellin .com .

o t e c rrent timeta les o  t e err e oat to paradise
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Accommodation

olida s on Gavdos are s m olic o  a to r . ere 
are no i  otels  and in all li eli ood t ere on t e an  in t e 

t re  it s too m c  o  a assle or t e masses to reac  t e island. 
o  ill e o ered a small selection o  accommodation and rooms 

scattered aro nd t e island. e o ers can e vie ed and 
reserved via t e s al oo in  portals e. . oo in .com  or or 
some on t eir o n e sites. t is advisa le to ma e t e 
oo in  directl  it  t e respective accommodation  as t e lar e 
oo in  portals no  c ar e a s stantial commission. n t is a  
o  can also s pport t e locals a little. ver  ost is app  to 

receive a oo in   p one or rom t eir o n e sites. rin  
t e h ght o r  t e lar e r s  on t e e  est o ses 
res lts in a ic  oo in  o t. o i  o  are plannin  a s mmer 
olida  in Gavdos and ant to sleep in a covered room  o  

s o ld oo  as earl  as possi le. n pea  season  room rates 
avera e 6  per ni t. n earl  s mmer or a t mn  prices 
s all  o do n a it. e apartments are s all  r n  local 
a . e small lats are o ten ilt in t e old traditional st le  

e. . a stone cotta e it  its o n terrace or alcon . o
s o ld not e pect reat l r  t a eelin  o  en ine Gree
ospitalit . ver  est is ta en care o . o  et t e eelin  o  ein

part o  t e amil . ost accommodation incl des a private lat it
at room and a small itc en. A alcon  or terrace is s all  also

incl ded. e electricit  comes rom diesel enerators or t e solar
panels on t e roo . ome o  t em o er e tensive caterin  in t eir in
o se taverna. n t e ollo in  list o  ill ind a selection o

di erent accommodations to et er it  t eir services and special
eat res.
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So� a Rooms Gavdos (near Agios 
Ioannis)

odern lats it  alcon  and sea vie

ooms ild it  local stone and ood
All o  t e rooms e ipped it  air conditionin  re ri erator
and i i

ream eac  A ios oannis  mini mar et and t o ot er tavernas
it in less t an  min al in  distance

Good s connection
nl  oo a le via o n e site .so iarooms avdos.com
 p one or on site

n taverna it  e cellent c isine est in A ios oannis  
apter 7
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Vatsiana and Ambelos - witnesses of 
days gone by

e spirit o  t e island can onl  e ll  nderstood once o  ave 
made a trip to t e t o a andoned villa es o  atsiana and Am elos. 
ot  places seem as i  t e  ave a lot to tell t e visitor. et t e  

remain silent. e atmosp ere in t e air is m stical  almost eerie. 
ere are onl  e  reports a o t t ese t o places  ot  on t e 

internet and in literat re. at a a is o iciall  considered t e 
so t ernmost settlement in rope. e villa e is located on t e 
ed e o  t e arren and lonel  so t ern tip o  t e island. t is 
e tremel  rare to meet a so l t ere. eep and oats ave lon  
since ta en over. e  no  control t e old alls. ten o  ear 
not in   e cept or t e ind istlin  t ro  t e crac s in t e old 

alls or a ell rom t e oats t at roam t ro  t e place. e 
c rc  and t e cemeter  are amon  t e e  remainin  ildin s in 
t e villa e toda . ndivid al o ses ave een re ilt and serve as 
private residences. e island pastor  a t oro l  important man 
on Gavdos  is one o  t e e  in a itants o  atsiana. An elderl  
lad  o lives alone in er old arm o se is also one o  t em. ten 
s e does not see a so l or several da s. e doctor comes  at 
re lar intervals to c ec  p on er. 

At t e entrance to t e villa e  t e r p t a o a  elcomes 
t e rare arrivals. ere sed to e a small island m se m in atsiana. 

is as since een moved to etoc i ne t to t e resta rant . n 
a o t .  o rs  o  can al  alon  an easil  accessi le and 
scenicall  impressive pat  to t e so t ernmost point o  rope  
ap r p t   c apter . n addition  atsiana is connected to 
or os via a ea ti l i in  trail. atsiana itsel  is connected to t e 

rest o  t e island  a paved road. er  rarel  a s comes  to 
collect t e i ers comin  rom ripiti. a e o r time  e plore t e 
place and e perience t e atmosp ere. t s ort  it! 
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e villa e o  o  to t e nort est is similarl  lonel  and 
modest. ot ar a a  o  ill ind t e old and no  restored 
li t o se aros  ic  as ecome per aps t e most amo s 
landmar  o  Gavdos and is considered t e est place or s nsets 
on t e island. Am elos is t e i est sit ated villa e and resem les 
a ost to n. r m lin  o ndation alls and piles o  stones 
c aracterise t e atmosp ere. t one t in  stands o t immediatel  

e c rc  is ell maintained and loo s li e ne . pical or 
Greece! nli e all t e ot er villa es  t ere is no ot er in rastr ct re 
in Am elos e istin . o ee  ater or ood ill e ard to ind. 

nl  t ree amilies live amon  t e r ins in restored o ses. ne o  
t ese o ses as sed  t e a is as t eir ead arters d rin  
t e econd orld ar. es  even Gavdos as occ pied  t e 
Germans. As t e so t ernmost spot in rope  it as considered a 
strate icall  important point. Am elos is t e ideal startin  point or a 
i e to ota o a h. rom t ere  it ta es a o t .  o rs to 
al  do n a o t  metres in altit de. e a  ac  re ires 

more time  as o  ave to scram le ac  p t e mo ntain. o  
s o ld leave o r lip  lops e ind or once. Good oot ear ill 
e essential or t is al   apter .

ome o  t e residents o  Am elos



Tripiti

A ll Gavdos e ploration de initel  incl des a trip to ape ripiti  t e 
so t ernmost point in rope  apter  i t ne t to t e 
r ed roc  ormation is t e p a h o  t e same name  
ripiti. e stones on t e eac  are ite lar e and sometimes 

di ic lt to al  on. en oin  into t e ater  o  ave to e 
care l not to slip. e le t side o  t e eac  is etter or s immin . 

e ater loo s antastic  is cr stal clear and t r oise l e. is 
eac  is partic larl  captivatin  eca se o  its ni e and ascinatin  

landscape. A e  min tes  al  to ards t e ac  o  t e eac  o  
ill ind a a t pa . rin  t e s mmer mont s o  can easil  al  

t ro  it  t in inter t e ater collects t ere. e i est i li t 
o  ripiti a aits o  at t e so t ern end. e roc  ap  ic  is 
nderc t  several imposin  arc s aped openin s  closes o  t e 

island and at t e same time t e entire ropean continent at t e 
so t ernmost point.  
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Cafés and taverns



e tavernas and ca s o  Gavdos are mostl  ver  traditional and 
a t enticall  r n resta rants t at ill ma e o r eart eat aster i  o  
love Gree  ood. ere is no mass processin  all ests are ta en 
care o . ten t e resta rants are r n  t e ole amil . ver  visit 
to t e resta rant is special and represents an individ al e perience. n 
man  places o  dont ind a real men . ten t e  coo  at is 
availa le at t e moment  or at is  as ca t t e previo s ni t. 

e dail  dis es are displa ed on small oar  at t e entrance o  t e 
tavernas. r simpl  as  t e aiters and t e  ill tell o  t e c rrent 
dis es. otatoes  ve eta les  salads  meat dis es  res l  ca t is  
and  o  co rse  lots o  olive oil and at i i enc ant t e ton e. ere 
are also delicio s desserts and traditional pastries. e standard and 

alit  o  ood is ver  i  on Gavdos! e etarians and ve ans li e 
me  can also ind s ita le places. o ever  m  e perience in recent 
ears as s o n t at some tavernas are less s ita le or ve etarians 

or ve ans  as o ten onl  meat or is  dis es ere o ered. n t e list at 
t e ottom o  t is c apter   ill mention ic  tavernas are s ita le 
or people o ant to avoid meat or animal prod cts in t eir diet.

Almost all o  t ese places are open all da  d rin  t e s mmer mont s 
and serve ot meals rom mornin  to ni t. o  can ave a ood 
rea ast  rela  it  a rappe or co ee d rin  t e da  and ave a 

candleli t dinner late at ni t. t is ite common or some visitors to 
ta e a seat in t eir avo rite taverna in t e mornin  ave a co ee and 
an omelette  and onl  leave in t e evenin  a ter t eir i t  eer and 
second ra i. o t ern Gree  island li est le  t at s at it s called!  
o re not s re ic  meal to c oose  or i  o re not t at amiliar 
it  Gree  c isine  some tavernas ill let o  pee  into t e coo in  

pot en o  as  nicel ! o i  o re over elmed  t e st nnin  
selection o  delicio s dis es  t e ll e app  to s o  o  into t e 
itc en so o  can see or o rsel  at t e  ave to c oose rom. 



 o  aven t een partic larl  n r   t is point  o r stomac  
ill e ro lin . n l  and A st t e  are s all  ell re ented  
t it o t ein  npleasantl  cro ded. ome taverns o ten 
nction as meetin  places or olida ma ers o  all inds. ere is 

m sic rom t e l re or people sin  to et er. o ar  none o  t e 
resta rants as str c  me as ne ative in an  a . it o t e ception  
t e ood is ood ever ere. evert eless  some o  t e tavernas 
stand o t in a partic larl  positive a  or are especiall  ort  
mentionin  eca se o  some o  t eir specialities. n t e ollo in  
some o  t e resta rants are presented rie l  and clearl .

The Four Brothers (Sarakiniko)

omantic  nice and e tremel  invitin  local amil  taverna  o
eat it  o r eet in t e sand directl  on t e eac

e ta les are placed in t e sand  in t e evenin  o  eat 
candleli t

n redients rom o n prod ction and arden

All da  t ere is a c oice o  di erent traditional dis es

e meal is p t to et er accordin  to o r is es

ost o  t e time  t e mot er o  t e amil  or or os  t e at er
coo s

e sons elp in t e tavern all da  and ive o  reat ospitalit
and service

ammoc s invite o  to sta

e  re larl  prepare s eets and pastries

artic larl  s ita le or ve etarians and ve ans
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Sarakiniko - Agios Ioannis – Lavrakas - Pyrgos

ration  appro .  o rs t ere and ac

er aps t e most ea ti l a h to r  o  eel as i  o  ave een 
transported to a o t  ea island. e i e leads mostl  t ro  sand  

t is still pleasant to al . cept or one spot e ind A . oannis  t e 
pat  is neit er dan ero s nor partic larl  stren o s. rt ermore  t e 
entire trail is mar ed. rom t e eac  o  ara ini o  a small pat  leads at 
t e nort estern end  past t e o se o  iles  to t e pa roa to 
A ios oannis. e road is iet  it  little tra ic  and o ers ma ni icent 
vie s alon  t e coast all t e a  to t e coast o  rete. n a o t  
min tes o  reac  t e end o  t e road and t rn onto a ty tra  t at 
inall  ends at t e car par  o  A ios oannis. ere o  ave t e 
opport nit  to replenis  o r ater and ood s pplies  as t ere is 
not in  more to come. irst o  al  a s ort distance on s arp stones  
t en t e pat  leads t ro  a ea ti l d ne landscape  dotted it  

niper trees  to t e eac  o  g o oa  A ter a o t  min tes 
o  reac  t e act al eac  ic   t e a  as named a ter t e 

c rc  A ios oannis  ic  is located a ove t e nort estern end o  
t e eac  i in  tip! . At e estern end o  t e a  t e pat  narro s 
and o  al  on a small and steep pat  alon  a cli . e especiall  
care l at t is point as it is eas  to slip o . o o r ri t is an ed e t at 
oes do n a e  metres.  o  do t e i e in t e evenin  ma e s re 
o  ta e a torc  it  o . is passa e is not it o t dan er in t e 

dar . Grad all  t e pat  descends a ain and o  cross more 
landscapes t at remind o  o  a dream island in t e ari ean. lants  
d nes and a s orm pict res e vie s. A ter a o t 2  min tes o  ill  
reac  avra as. rom t ere it is anot er 2  min tes to t e eac  o  

r os. Al a s stic  to t e pat  mar ed it  ooden posts. t al a s 
leads close to t e ater. nce in r os  o  ave several options to 
c oose rom. it er o  al  ac  t e same a  especiall  
recommended at late a ternoon  or o  contin e on a ea ti l i in  
trail to ards astri. is pat  can also e s ortened al a  to A . 
oannis.



Pyrgos - Kastri

ration  appro . .  o rs

Anot er antastic to r connects r os it  t e villa e o  astri in t e 
centre. e i li ts o t is i e are ot and h tor a . t 
is ort  loo in  at t e ro nd re larl  as man  ossils  potter  
s ards and ot er inds are idden amon  t e loose stones. t oes 

it o t sa in  t at s c  inds s o ld onl  e loo ed at and not ta en 
a a . et t e island preserve its treas res! e trail is ell 
mar ed and eas to al e cept or a e spots. ost o t e time it 
oes sli tl p ill. A ove r os eac a narro pat leads 

to ards t e interior o  t e island. e irst section r ns t ro  a pine 
and niper orest. n t e le t side o t e trail a river ed r ns 
t ro  a small or e.  o  leave t e pat  a little to t e le t  o  can 
en o reat vie s. A ter a ile t e pat divides. n t e ri t it 

o ld o to Am elos and otamos. e ollo t e pat strai t 
a ead. A irst a point is at t e c rc o g org o ic is 
a sol tel  ort  a visit!

ection et een A ios oannis and avra as
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The lighthouse/ Pharos

ot ar rom t e i est point o  t e island stands t e old li t o se  
one o  t e i est located li t o ses in rope. n most maps  t e 

ldin  appears nder t e term haro . is is simpl  t e Gree  
ord or li t o se. A ter its completion and commissionin  in  

t e li t as visi le 4  ilometres o t to sea. rin  t e econd 
orld ar  even t e innocent island o  Gavdos as not spared 

German attac s  so t at t e li t o se as also om ed and 
destro ed. or a lon  time t e place remained a r in e ore t e 
to er as re ilt in 2 . o ever  t e acilit  as never p t into 
operation a ain. t no  serves as a m se m. aros Gavdos  as a 
tr e istorical si ni icance. oda  t e li t o se is one o  t e 
a sol te i in  and e c rsion destinations. o  s o ld de initel  p t 
a trip t ere on o r plannin  list. e ll ma ic o  t is place n olds 
especiall  in t e evenin  o rs. ere o  ill e perience one o  t e 
est s nsets o  ave ever seen. i  parts o  Gavdos can e seen 
rom t e li t o se. n t e ori on  rete stretc es alon  t e 
ori on line.
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artic larl  impressive are t e ite mo ntains e a ri  ic  are 
over 2  metres i . no  can still e seen on t e mo ntain 
pea s ntil late sprin . et een rete and Gavdos  t e small sister 
island Gavdopo la  can also e clearl  seen. n t e midst o  t is 
ascinatin  scener  t e s n sin s into t e endless i an ea. 
o ards t e so t  a vie  into in init  opens p. ne can ima ine 

t at t e coast o  i a is visi le. at ematicall  o ever  t is s o ld 
not e possi le. rom t e to er o  ave an appro imate vie in  
ei t o  aro nd  metres incl din  t e mo ntain . Accordin  to 

t e t a orean t eorem  t e vie in  distance to t e ori on is 
a o t 67 ilometres. is is not eno  to reac  t e coast o  A rica  

ic  is almost 26  ilometres a a . at o ld onl  or  i  o  
ere standin  on a mo ntain over  metres i .

t at is t e est a  to et to t is special place  ost visitors 
reac  aros  via a  service in t e late a ternoon. At s nset  an 
additional s service ill e arran ed so t at all onloo ers and 
t ose interested can easil  reac  t e li t o se. rom A ios oannis 
and ara ini o o  can e ta en directl  to o r destination. e 

ses also cover all t e ot er locations. ependin  on o r c rrent 
position  o  can plan an evenin  deto r to t e li t o se and e 
pic ed p  t e s in t e a ternoon. n t e evenin  a ter t e s n 
as s n  into t e sea  t e ses drive ac  rom t e li t o se 

to ards astri  ara ini o and A ios oannis. e drivers on  several 
times to attract attention. n ort natel  o  don t ave m c  time. 

e ses leave a o t  min tes a ter s nset. ere ill not e a 
later s. A visit to t e li t o se can also e com ined it  a i in  
to r to otamos eac . al  rom t e eac  ac  to Am elos a o t 
an o r  and t en anot er  min tes to aros. e li t o se is 
located ne t to t e asp alt road t at connects Am elos it  t e ot er 
villa es. 
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View of the lighthouse from the south

The lighthouse building with its museum-  doors are open every evening



Cape Tripiti - the southernmost point 
of Europe

 ave told o  eno  a o t t e island s special eo rap ical 
location in t e co rse o  t is oo . an  people do not no  t at 
t e so t ernmost point o  t e ropean continent is on Gavdos. 
Alt o  t e anar  slands or an  overseas departments are 
eo rap icall  even rt er so t  t e  onl  elon  to rope 

politicall . Geo rap icall  t e anar  slands or e ample elon  to 
t e A rican continent. e island ri tl  oasts t e slo an e 
so t ernmost point o  rope . A sensational landscape a aits at 

ape ripiti t at ever  visitor ill remem er or t e rest o  t eir lives.

e name o  t e ro ap  is derived rom t e t ree mi t  arc es 
t at ollo  o t t e lon  roc  pea . ese openin s can also e 
s m t ro   a special e perience! e cape can e i ed to its 
so t ernmost end. o one ill miss t is spot  eca se an n s al 
and stri in  landmar  a aits visitors  an oversi ed ha r made o  

ood  i ed to a concrete o ndation. n raved inscriptions remind 
o  at matters in li e. app  ela  ove  and ot er s ort 

anecdotes are ritten in t e ood o  t e art or . e c air as ilt 
 several islanders o  astern ropean ori in. ne co ld pro a l  

rite a oo  a o t t e a o a o . o  can ind a 
s ort version o  t eir stor  in t is travel ide.



rin  m  last visit to Gavdos   met a iss man o as travelin  
 i e. o ever  e didn t rent is i e on rete or Gavdos  t 

came all t e a  rom it erland to t e so t ernmost island in 
rope. e ot  ic l  a reed t at Gavdos is an island t at is 

ideal or e plorin   i e. ort natel  o  don t ave to c cle rom 
it erland to en o  t e pleas re o  e plorin  t e so t ernmost 

island in rope  i e. ere are certainl  more com orta le 
alternatives. ince last ear  Gavdos as ad a i e rental service or 
e i es onl . e rental compan  is called Gavdos co Advent res
and rents o t i es or  e ros per da . e price per da  is
red ced or lon er rental periods. ne c ar in  c cle o  t e rental
i es lasts or 4  to 6  ilometers. e i es can e oo ed online

at . avdosadvent res.com. ere o  ill also ind a telep one
n m er and e mail address. e rented i e can e pic ed p at t e
port o  arave or o  can ave t e i e delivered.

Alternativel  o  can also ire a i e on rete. n aleoc ora  or 
e ample  some rental services are open all ear ro nd. o ever  
o  s o ld as  t e rental compan  et er t e rented i e is also 

ins red or t e island o  Gavdos. Gavdos is enerall  ver  ic cle
riendl . an  o  t e roads are paved and even t e npaved roads 
are s ita le or c clin . e island is small and almost all corners 
can e reac ed  i e. is means o  don t ave to stic  to s 
timeta les and can e plore t e island as o  is . ven i  Gavdos 
appears small and lat at irst lance  t e island s inclines s o ld not 
e nderestimated  especiall  in t e s mmer mont s. e road to 
astri and Am elos leads steadil  p ill and ill ma e o  s eat . 
e compensation  n t e a  ac  to ara ini o or A ios oannis  

o  can let t e i e roll and en o  t e so t ern Gree  sea ree e on 
o r ace.
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ere are no ot er ree standin  toilet acilities to e o nd in 
ara ini o. e sit ation is di erent in g o oa . e t to t e 

lo er taverna a t a  t ere is a toilet availa le or ree se. 
o ever  t is at room is o ten occ pied and  in m  e perience  

not partic larl  clean.  possi le   pre er to avoid t is place. 
Alternatives can e o nd at y o  and o ia . As t ese are in  
o se taverna toilets  t e same r les appl  as in ara ini o. is also 

applies to t e tavernas on t e eac  o  or os or in t e centrall  
located main to n o  astri.

ATMs and payment on Gavdos

ot so lon  a o  somet in  revol tionar  appened on Gavdos  an 
A  as installed. A small mac ine t at made a i  c an e. isitors 
and islanders ecame more independent. A e  ears a o  an one 
travellin  to Gavdos ad to t in  care ll  in advance a o t o  
m c  mone  t e  o ld need or t eir sta . ne s o n cas  s ppl  
al a s ad to e atc ed. nce t e cas  reserves ere e a sted  
t e onl  option as to ret rn to rete and it dra  mone .

e cas  mac ine is located sli tl  a ove t e ar o r o  ara . t 
is an A  o  t e Gree  irae s an  ic  is s pposed to e 
open 24 o rs a da  t ro o t t e entire ear. e ore t at  a 

ronet  mac ine as located near ara ini o. o ever  t is 
mac ine as not ver  relia le and as o ten o t o  service. 

evert eless  it is advisa le to ta e a s icient cas  reserve it  o  
to Gavdos. At est  eno  so t at in an emer enc  all costs 
inc rred on t e island co ld e paid it  t e mone  ro t alon . 
 o ld not lindl  tr st t e A .
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An one o as een on olida  in Greece ill ave noticed t e 
lar e n m er o  ree roamin  cats and do s. n ort natel  t ese 
animal pop lations are o ten o t o  control. nsterilised cats and 
do s reprod ce almost e ponentiall . is res lts in reat animal 
s erin . ile ree roamin  animals are re larl  ed  to rists in 
s mmer  t e reat depression sets in d rin  inter. e to rists 
leave t e islands and t e animals are le t alone. ats orn in sprin  
do not learn o  to eed t emselves and ecome completel  
acc stomed to mans in t eir irst mont s o  li e. A ter t e tavernas 
empt  a ain  t e animals s all  ave no c oice t to searc  or 
le tovers in t e tras  ins. an  o  t e stra s all ill and starve to 
deat . n ort natel  t ere is also animal s erin  on Gavdos  
alt o  not compara le it  t e nei o rin  island o  rete. 

ere are t o lar e ree roamin  cat pop lations  in ara ini o and 
in A ios oannis all t e a  to avra as. n A ios oannis in 
partic lar  part time or permanent residents o  t e eac  tr  to ive 
t e animals a ood li e. A small ro p o  residents and travellers 
loo  a ter t e cats all ear ro nd even in t e important inter 
mont s  it  eart and dedication  eedin  t em  in  and ivin  
t em medication. ere is a lac  o  nds  ic  is  ever  small 
donation in cas  or oods is val a le. e ore ever  trip    ilos 
o  dr  ood and several mont s  ort  o  medicines in aleoc ora 
and ive t e s pplies to t e local people.  o  o ld li e to 
s pport t e cats in A ios oannis  o  can ind a donation lin  on m  

e site . avdos travellin .




